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Napoleon immediately devoted his mind, with its accustomed activity, to securing and organizing the new colony. The innumerable batteries were mmediately armed, and three thousand men were left in defense of the place, the Turkish prisoners found in the galleys were set at liberty, treated the greatest kindness, and scattered through the fleet, that their friendship might be won, and that they might exert a moral influence in favor of ;he French upon the Mohammedan population of the East. With as much facility as if he had devoted a long life to the practical duties of a statesman, Napoleon arranged the municipal system of the island ; and having accom-Dlished all this in less than a week, he again weighed anchor, and directed his :ourse toward Egypt. Many of the Knights of Malta followed the victorious general, and with profound homage accepted appointments in his army.
The whole French squadron, hourly anticipating collision with the English leet, were ever ready for battle. Though Napoleon did not turn from his ^reat object to seek the English, he felt no apprehension in view of meeting-ihe enemy. Upon every ship of the line he had put five hundred picked men, who were daily exercised in working the guns. He had enjoined upon :he whole fleet that, in case of an encounter, every ship was to have but one single aim, that of closing immediately with a ship of the enemy, and boarding her with the utmost desperation. Nelson, finding that the French had left their harbors, eagerly but unavailingly searched for them. He was entirely at a loss respecting their destination, and knew not in what direction to sail. It was not yet known, even on board the French ships, but to a few individuals, whither the fleet was bound. Gradually, however, as the vast squadron drew nearer the African shore, the secret began to transpire. Mirth and gayety prevailed. All were watching with eagerness to catch a first glimpse of the continent of Africa. In the evenings, Napoleon assembled in the capacious cabins of the Orient the men of science and general officers, and then commenced the learned discussions of the Institute of Egypt. One night the two fleets were within fifteen miles of each other, so near that the signal-guns of Nelson's squadron were heard by the French. The night, however, was dark and foggy, and the two fleets passed without collision.*
On the morning of the 1st of July, after a passage of forty-two days, the low and sandy shores of Egypt, about two thousand miles from France, were iiscerned, extending along the distant horizon as far as the eye could reach.
* The spirit with which Lord Nelson was actuated may be seen in the following declarations, taken from Southey's " Eulogy."
" There are three things, young gentleman," said Nelson to one of his midshipmen, " which you are constantly to bear in mind. First, you must always implicitly obey orders, without attempting to form any opinion of your own respecting their propriety. Secondly, you must consider every man your enemy who speaks ill of your king. And thirdly, you must hate a Frenchman as you dp the devil." "Down, down with the French, is my constant prayer." "Down, down with the French, ought to be written in the council-room of every country in the world. For all must be a republic, if the Emperor" (of Austria) "does not act with expedition and vigor." " There is no way of dealing with a Frenchman but to knock him down." " My principle is to assist in driving the French to the devil." To the Duke of Clarence he wrote, " To serve my king and to destroy the French, I consider as the great order of all, from which tittle ones spring. And if one of these militate against it, I go back, and obey the great order and object, to down, down with the damned French villains. My blood boils at the name of Frenchman !" How noble does the spirit of Napoleon appear when contrasted with that of his enemies !ronouncing the names of Robertjot and Bonnier, added, in a voice the tone of which was always thrilling, ' Assassinated at the Congress of Rastadt!' Immediately all the representatives respond'
